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AVPN CLIMATE PATHFINDER WORKSHOP 2024

South Asia is undergoing a transformative period marked by rapid 
urbanisation, intensifying climate impacts, and the pursuit of economic 
development. The region is projected to add nearly 600 million residents 
to its cities within the next three decades. This surge will create 10 
megacities, home to approximately 200 million people by 2030.1 This 
urban expansion is occurring alongside increasingly severe climate events, 
including heat waves, cyclones, droughts, and floods, which are disrupting 
livelihoods and overwhelming infrastructure. As cities grow and 
populations rise, so does the demand for energy, resources, and 
infrastructure, driving a sharp increase in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, which in turn intensifies climate impacts.

India, in particular, is experiencing rapid population and economic growth, 
leading to a significant increase in GHG emissions accounting for the 
majority of PM2.5-related deaths—approximately 980,000 annually.2

According to the International Labour Organisation, South Asia is 
projected to lose 2.2% of total working hours by 2030 due to rising 
temperatures—equivalent to 80 million full-time jobs, including India.3 
Therefore decarbonizing economic growth is crucial to mitigate emissions, 
reduce South Asia's climate vulnerability, and safeguard livelihoods.

1United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. 2019. World Urbanization Prospects 
2018: Highlights. New York: United Nations. https://population.un.org/wup/Publications/Files/WUP2018-Highlights.pdf.
2Health Impacts of PM2.5 (database), State of Global Air Initiative (accessed September 22, 2021),       
https://www.stateofglobalair. org/health/pm. 
3Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air. 2020. “Quantifying the Economic Costs of Air Pollution from Fossil Fuels.” 
https://energyandcleanair.org/publications/costs-of-air-pollution-from-fossil-fuels/.

https://population.un.org/wup/Publications/Files/WUP2018-Highlights.pdf


Recognising the urgent need, the global community is increasingly focused 
on enhancing urban liveability. The AVPN's Climate Action Platform is 
therefore bringing its Climate Pathfinder programme to Chennai, a city at 
the forefront of climate action. As a member of the C40 Cities Climate 
Leadership Group, Chennai demonstrates a strong commitment to 
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 to build a sustainable future. Tamil 
Nadu as a state has also emerged as a frontrunner in sustainable 
development, securing the third position in the SDG India Index 2023-24 
with a composite score of 78, surpassing the national average of 71. The 
impressive performance in the SDG India Index further underscores the 
state's dedication to sustainable development, making it an ideal location 
for AVPN's Climate Pathfinder programme. 

The workshop will engage philanthropic funders, impact investors, and 
government stakeholders to discuss sustainable urban development, 
underscoring the urgent need to align economic growth with 
environmental sustainability. We will focus on addressing the below two 
key issues in this workshop :

Climate-Economic Nexus
Climate change impacts economic activities and development, 
and conversely, economic practices can contribute to or mitigate 
climate change. This highlights the need for climate-smart 
economic strategies to promote sustainable development. 

Climate Vulnerable Communities: Climate change significantly 
impacts communities, particularly the vulnerable populations 
that lack resources to adapt. It exacerbates gender violence, 
health risks, while also disrupting livelihoods by damaging crops 
and city infrastructure.
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WORKSHOP OVERVIEW
AVPN CLIMATE PATHFINDER WORKSHOP 2024



The Climate Pathfinders community will convene at the AVPN 
South Asia Summit on 9 December for a workshop in the latter half of 
the day at the Perungudi Landfill in Chennai in collaboration with 
Blue Planet. We will explore the negative impact of climate change on 
the vulnerable economy and community in developing countries, 
while discussing how that can be addressed properly to turn into new 
business opportunities, protecting the economy and vulnerable 
communities from heightened risks of climate change. These will be 
demonstrated by the case studies of waste management and the 
circular economy and disaster management. 
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WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

AVPN CLIMATE PATHFINDER WORKSHOP 2024

1. To identify and discuss strategies for achieving sustainable urban 
growth in South Asia, with a focus on climate adaptation and 
resilience.

2. To engage stakeholders from various sectors in discussions on 
enhancing urban resilience to climate-related threats through 
discussion on three thematic areas.

3. To understand the challenges and opportunities of urban waste 
management, particularly in the context of greenhouse gas 
emissions and environmental degradation through experiential 
learning.

Perungudi Landfill in Chennai : Venue for the Climate Pathfinders Workshop 
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PROGRAMME FLOW
AVPN CLIMATE PATHFINDER WORKSHOP 2024

The programme will commence with keynote remarks from senior government officials 
and climate leaders, introducing the theme 'A Pathway to Climate Action and Economic 
Growth for Resilient Futures' emphasising the urgent need to address South Asia's rapid 
urbanisation and the disproportionate impact of climate change on vulnerable 
communities, highlighting the critical role of sustainable economic growth in building 
resilient futures. Following this, an opening address and a tour of the experiential 
learning centre by Blue Planet, where participants can witness firsthand the challenges 
and solutions associated with the landfill. This will serve as a perfect segue into 
presentations from leading experts in:

Waste Management and Circular Economy 

The South Asia sub-region generates 334 million tons of waste, with an average of 
0.52 kilograms per person daily. However, the region's waste management 
infrastructure is struggling to keep up. Low collection rates of only 44% result in 
uncontrolled dumping in rivers and landfills, leading to severe public and 
environmental health problems. The region's rapid urbanisation and growing 
population exacerbate this issue, as cities become epicentres of energy 
consumption, waste generation, and greenhouse gas emissions. Transitioning to a 
circular economy will enhance resilience, create business opportunities, and 
provide environmental benefits and offer a solution by promoting recycling, and 
generating energy from waste, potentially cutting global GHG emissions by 
10-15%.4

             Disaster Management

South Asia is one of the most vulnerable regions globally to climate-related 
disasters, with escalating storms, widespread pollution, and unprecedented 
floods causing extensive damage. While cities are major contributors to carbon 
emissions, they are also highly impacted by these disasters. For instance, poor 
urban planning and management are projected to cost Indian cities up to $13 
billion annually.8 Climate-related disasters also exacerbate inequalities within and 
between countries, with those contributing least to global emission suffering most 
from climate change. Scaling up comprehensive disaster and climate risk 
management is crucial and requires climate-sensitive development planning, 
empowering community, financing sustainable and resilient infrastructure 
systems, and international collaboration.9

4http://www.sacep.org/pdf/Reports-Technical/2019.11.06-Roadmap-for-Sustainable-Waste-Management-and-Resource-Circ
ulation-in-South-Asia,-2019-2030.pdf
5https://www.redaa.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023/05/Turning_the_tide_on_environmental_degradation_in_South_
Asia.pdf 
6 https://globalcenters.columbia.edu/news/ecology-newsletter-mumbai
7 https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2784-9
8 https://niua.in/c-cube/sites/all/themes/zap/pdf/landfill-remediation.pdf
9https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/drr-focus-areas/climate-action-and-disaster-risk-reduction 

http://www.sacep.org/pdf/Reports-Technical/2019.11.06-Roadmap-for-Sustainable-Waste-Management-and-Resource-Circulation-in-South-Asia,-2019-2030.pdf
http://www.sacep.org/pdf/Reports-Technical/2019.11.06-Roadmap-for-Sustainable-Waste-Management-and-Resource-Circulation-in-South-Asia,-2019-2030.pdf
https://www.redaa.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023/05/Turning_the_tide_on_environmental_degradation_in_South_Asia.pdf
https://www.redaa.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023/05/Turning_the_tide_on_environmental_degradation_in_South_Asia.pdf
https://globalcenters.columbia.edu/news/ecology-newsletter-mumbai
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2784-9
https://niua.in/c-cube/sites/all/themes/zap/pdf/landfill-remediation.pdf
https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/drr-focus-areas/climate-action-and-disaster-risk-reduction
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AVPN CLIMATE PATHFINDER WORKSHOP 2024

The group photo is planned with the pathfinders after the Keynote Address. Following 
the address, there are opening remarks which sets the stage for the workshop. This will be 
followed by Welcome Address, hands on-on experience, presentations and interactive 
dialogues, where participants can discuss key focus areas and share their reflections from 
the day. At the end, participants should have a better sense of how climate adaptation can 
intersect with economic growth and drive sustainable urban development.

DETAILED PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
Time (hrs) Agenda

  13:00 PM - 14:00 PM Networking Lunch at Hotel

  14:00 PM - 14:20 PM   Registration Desk at Hotel

  14:20 PM - 15:00 PM   Travel to Perungudi Landfill

  15:00 PM - 15:10 PM   Introductory Remarks by AVPN

  15:10 PM - 15:20 PM Keynote Address by Dr. V. Jaya Chandra Bhanu Reddy, IAS, Additional 
Commissioner (Health) of the Greater Chennai Corporation

  15:20 PM - 15:25 PM   Climate Pathfinders Group Photo

15:25 PM - 15:55 PM

Opening remarks 
● Climate Vulnerable Communities by Dr. Abhishek Lakhtakia, CEO at Adani 

Foundation
●  Climate Economic Nexus by Tania Banerjee, Associate Director at BCG

15:55 PM - 16:05 PM Welcome Address by Blue Planet

16:05 PM - 16:50 PM Landfill to Lifeline: Innovative Strategies in Waste Recovery

16:50 PM - 17:05 PM Transforming Cities, Enhancing Lives: The Power of City-System Thinking by 
Darshan Parikh, Director at CEPT Research and Development Foundation

 17:05 PM - 17:40 PM Speaker Presentations & QnA

● 17:05- 17:15 
● Waste Management and Circular Economy by Shivani Bhatt, Senior 

Manager at C40

● 17:15 - 17:25
● Disaster Management by Arunabha Bhattacharya, Business Head India at 

Practical Action

17:40 PM - 18:10 PM Breakout Session

  18:10 PM - 18:40 PM  Playback of discussion from roundtables

18:40 PM - 18:55 PM Call to Action

18:55 PM - 19:40 PM Travel back to Hotel

https://in.linkedin.com/in/dr-abhishek-lakhtakia-092a2a9
https://in.linkedin.com/in/tania-banerjee-1610
https://in.linkedin.com/in/darshanparikh
https://in.linkedin.com/in/shivani-vyas-bhatt-a668461b
https://in.linkedin.com/in/arunabhabhattacharya
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AVPN is a unique funders’ network committed to  building a vibrant and 

high impact social investment  ecosystem across Asia. AVPN is catalysing 

more  strategic and collaborative social investment from  philanthropy to 

impact investing, addressing key  social challenges facing Asia today and 

in the future.

india@avpn.asia
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